BMW Group Production Reaches New Record Highs In 2015

W

ith the end of the year fast
approaching, it is apparent that
the BMW Group’s production network will
be posting new record highs for the business
year 2015.
Due to the high customer demand and the
launch of numerous new models, such as the
new BMW 7 Series, the international plant
network has shown excellent capacity
utilization.
Oliver Zipse, Member of the Board of
Management of BMW AG, Production, is
satisfied with the performance “The BMW
Group’s two-millionth car rolled off the
assembly lines back in November. And 2015
marks the fifth time in a row that our German

plants have produced well over one million
vehicles a year.” At the heart of the BMW
Group’s production system are robust and
highly flexible manufacturing processes.
As a next step to further enhance these
strengths, the company is planning to make
each plant a production site for either the
front-wheel or rear-wheel drive architecture
only. Oliver Zipse “This move is going to
take the productivity of our production
network to a whole new level. By focusing
on one architecture, the plants can increase
efficiency while reducing complexity. We
aim at implementing this process as we
introduce our new models over the next three
years.”

TATA JLR Builds 1 Bn Pound Factory In Slovakia

A

Land Rover Evoque car is seen on
the production line inside the Chery
Jaguar Land Rover plant, in Changshu,
Jiangsu province in this October 21, 2014 file
photo. Luxury carmaker Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR) confirmed on December 11, 2015, it
will build a car plant in Slovakia, beginning a
1 billion pound ($1.5 billion) project which
will be one of the biggest ever foreign direct
investments in the central European nation.
As part of its commitment to deliver
more lightweight vehicles, the new plant will
manufacture a range of all-new aluminium
JLR vehicles, the company said.
Tata Motors-owned Jaguar Land Rover
will set up a one-billion pound premium
manufacturing plant in Slovakia to make allnew aluminium vehicles as part of its
commitment to deliver lightweight cars, the
company said.
The UK-based luxury car maker clinched
an agreement with the government of the
Slovak Republic to build a new plant in the
city of Nitra, western Slovakia. The new
world-class 1-billion pound worth premium

manufacturing facility is expected to employ
around 2,800 people over time.
“Jaguar Land Rover is delighted to
welcome Slovakia into our family. The new
factory will complement our existing
facilities in the UK, China, India and Brazil
and marks the next step in the company’s
strategy to become a truly global business,”
said CEO of Jaguar Land Rover Dr. Ralf
Speth.
“Slovakia has an established premium
automotive sector, which represents 43 per
cent of the country’s overall industry. It has
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more than 300 suppliers in close proximity
and an excellent logistics infrastructure; this
confirmed our decision that this country was
the ideal location,” he said.
As part of its commitment to deliver
more lightweight vehicles, the new plant will
manufacture a range of all-new aluminium
JLR vehicles, the company said.
It is anticipated that the first cars will
come off the production line in late 2018.
The factory will have an initial capacity
of 150,000 vehicles and construction will
commence in 2016.
Slovakia Prime Minister Robert Fico,
who signed the agreement with Dr. Speth
said, “We are glad that Jaguar Land Rover
has chosen Slovakia for its new world-class
manufacturing facility. This decision shows
that with a stable and solid business
environment, Slovakia is an attractive place
for investors. And the marriage of Slovak
craftsmanship and British engineering holds
great promise.”

