CME traded first aluminium A380 alloy contracts in July

C

hicago-based CME Group says its first Aluminum A380 Alloy futures contracts were traded on
July 19, 2016. A total of 50 futures contracts were traded across the August through December
2016 contract months for the secondary aluminum alloy. “We’re pleased to see early support for our new
Aluminum A380 Alloy futures contract,” says Young-Jin Chang, CME Group executive director and
global head of metals products. “Working with the industry, we believe we’ve introduced risk
management tools that better reflect the way commercial customer’s price their physical contracts based
on the Platts assessment of A380 alloy. This new contract provides our customers with an effective and
transparent solution for hedging aluminum alloy price risk.”
“We’re excited to have traded these new aluminum A380 alloy contracts,” says Andre Marshall, the founder of Houston-based Crunch Risk
LLC. “We’ve seen a great deal of commercial interest in these new aluminum alloy contracts and are optimistic that this latest innovation from
CME Group can replicate the growth and success of the Midwest and European contracts as participants become more familiar with using them
to manage price risk in their business.” Aluminum A380 alloy futures are 44,092 pounds equivalent to 20 metric tons in size and financially
settled against the S&P Global Platts assessment of its Midwest U.S. A380 Alloy price. The aluminum A380 alloy is described as made
predominately of scrap material and suitable for die casting and foundry applications.

China develops New Metal 3D Printing Technology

T

he Chinese 3D printing industry is
growing fast after a long period of
stagnation. As we all know, one of the
biggest keys to continued growth in the 3D
printing market is the continued development
of metal 3D printing, and it looks as though
China is right on top of that area as well.
Researchers from Huazhong University of
Science and Technology announced that they
have developed a new method of metal 3D
printing one that could eliminate several of
the issues that still plague much of the
technology.
Zhang Haiou, leader of the 3D printing
technology research team at the university,
has been developing the method for over a
decade along with his fellow researchers.
Dubbed intelligent micro casting and forging,
the technique combines aspects of traditional
metal casting and forging technology along
with 3D printing to create stronger, more
ductile and stable parts. According to Zhang,
the method eliminates common problems

such as porosity,
cracking, and the
crumbling or dropping
of fused materials due
to gravity or rapid
heating and cooling.
“In the past,
conventional 3D
printing has been
fatally flawed in the
following areas. First,
without forging, metal
parts have a serious
chance of wearing.
Second, the performance of 3D printed parts
has not been high. A third problem is the
presence of pores and unfused portions and
the fourth is that using a laser or electron
beam as a heat source is very costly,” he said.
The printer, called the Micro Forging &
Casting Sync Composite Device, is already
being used to make parts namely, titanium
joints for China's stealth jet fighter planes.
The research team expects that the
technology, which can also be used to make
thin-walled parts without excess material,
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will have a big impact on the aerospace
industry, as well as the automotive, medical
and general manufacturing sectors. It should
deliver a significant boost to the Made in
China 2025 initiative, which aims to update
and overhaul the country's manufacturing
industry with a focus on advanced and green
technology.
According to the team, intelligent micro
casting and forging uses metal wire that is 90
percent cheaper than the powders used in
most metal 3D printing techniques. It's also
80 percent more efficient than SLM printing,
and can create parts up to 5.5 x 4.2 x 1.5 m,
with a surface roughness of 0.02 mm.
While several hybrid technologies have
been developing recently, combining 3D
printers with CNC machines and other
methods of production, this appears to be the
first time 3D printing has been merged with
forging and casting. Parts created with the
intelligent micro casting and forging
technology will be more reliable and longerlasting, the team says, and they've already
been awarded multiple patents, both in China
and internationally.

